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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time -  November 5, 2023 
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 1571 S. Martine Ave. Scotch Plains, NJ 07076  PHONE: (908) 889-2100    
FAX: (908) 889-9477  EMAIL: office@ihmparish.net 

Website: www.ihmparish.net 
Facebook:  Immaculate Heart of Mary Church | Instagram:  ihmparish_sp 

MISSION STATEMENT  
“We reach out to all through prayer and service, as we live our Catholic faith in 

Christ with Mary.” 
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A NOTE FROM FATHER MIKE 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church Schedule for Mass & Worship (schedules are subject to change) 

Saturday (Anticipated) 5:00 pm 
Sundays - 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 noon 
Weekdays & Saturdays - 7:00 am and 8:30 am 
National Holidays - 9:00 am 
Holy Days - 7:00 am, 12:00 noon, 7:00 pm 

Morning Prayer - Monday - Saturday at 8:15 am 
Rosary: Monday - Saturday after 8:30 am Mass 
Novena to the Miraculous Medal & St. Jude:  
Saturdays after 8:30 am Mass 
Reconciliation: Saturdays from 4:15 - 4:45 pm 

SERVED BY 
Rev. Michael G. Ward, K.H.S., Pastor 
Rev. Robert Kunze: Weekend Assistant 
Deacon Jack Lynch 
Katie Wills: Director of Music Ministry 
John McGuire: Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation 

 
 
 
 

Mass will continue to Live Stream 
on Facebook and our website: 

www.ihmparish.net 

Approaching God with humility and reverence is what Jesus encourages us to do in 
today’s Gospel. When we humble ourselves we are more open to the profound depth 
of God’s love for us. We are more aware of the tremendous gifts that he has given to 
us to use to lift up one another. In recognizing the source of these gifts we allow them 
to flourish far more than we could if left to our own devices.  
 
It is in lifting up one another that we can give praise to God from the heart, and it is 
not a forced praise or begrudging response to the love of Christ, but one that springs 
from the heart and soul that has recognized just how much God loves us and wants us 
to experience that love each and every day.  
 
Peace, Fr. Mike 

Attention families of 8th grade students planning to attend Catholic High School in Fall 2024!  
The High School Placement Test (HSPT) administered as part of the Cooperative Admissions Exam Program for 
Catholic High Schools will be given on Friday, November 10, 2023. Registration for the HSPT exam is available 
online at www.njcoopexam.org beginning September 1st . For more information about the Cooperative Admissions 
Program, go to www.catholicschoolsnj.org.  

The Annunciation to Mary:  
A Story of Faith 

The prologue of Luke’s Gospel is 
both simple and profound. As we 
prepare for Christmas let us take 

a close look at Mary of the 
scriptures. At the heart of the 

book, each chapter examines a 
particular phase of the 

Annunciation story through a 
biblical perspective.  

 
The deep mystery of the 

Incarnation is revealed in this 
passage of Luke’s Gospel.  

We shall meet on Zoom on 
Tuesdays from 7:15pm until 
8:15pm beginning November 

7th, 2023.  
Please register at 

FrRob@ihmparish.net and 
contact him if you have any 

questions or would like to obtain 
a copy of the book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUY A BRICK FALL 2023 
Please donate a brick and place an 

everlasting memento of a loved one at 
“Our Lady of Fatima” garden. We are 

offering 2 sizes of bricks: 
4”x8” at $75 per brick  
8”x8” at $150 per brick 

Order forms are available at church and 
in the Nazareth Center. Order deadline is 
November 5! Call Tracey at the office if 

you need help: 908-889-2100 
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Mass Intentions For the week of November 5 - November 12, 2023 

Saturday 
November 4 

7:00am 
8:30 am 
5:00 pm 

All Souls Novena 
Todd Werner+ from Patty Regal 
Joseph Amabile+ from the O’Donnell Family 

Sunday 
November 5 

8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 

All Souls Novena/ For the People 
Francesco & deceased members of the Buscini Family+ from the Buscini Family 
Carol & Donny Patten+ from Thomas Barrett 

Monday 
November 6 

7:00 am 
8:30 am 

All Souls Novena 
Ruben Razal (living) from the Razal Family 

Tuesday 
November 7 

7:00 am 
8:30 am 

All Souls Novena 
Bill McManus+ from Judy McManus 

Wednesday 
November 8 

7:00 am 
8:30 am 

All Souls Novena 
Bernadette Zimmerman+ from MaryKate Schiller 

Thursday  
November 9 

7:00 am 
8:30 am 

All Souls Novena 
Bernadette Marron+ from the Foley Family 

Friday  
November 10 

7:00 am 
8:30 am 

All Souls Novena 
David F. Regal Sr.+ (Marine Corp Birthday) from Patty Regal 

Saturday  
November 11 

7:00am 
8:30 am 
5:00 pm 

Sr. Mary Raphael P.B.V.M.+ from Barbara Hagen 
Fr. John F. Kennedy+ from the Razal Family 
Mary Jane Bergen+ from Janice Good Piga & Bob Piga 

Sunday 
November 12 

8:00 am 
10:00 am 
12:00 pm 

Ann McAuley+ from Mary Frances Malone 
For the People of IHM Parish  
Kevin Brown+ from Maureen Pecoraro 

 
Remember  

Our Departed  Special Intentions for the week of November 5 - November 12, 2023 

 
 
 

      

Sanctuary Light 
For the intention of: 
Matthew Perry+  

requested by:  
IHM Parish 

 Altar Bread & Wine 
For the intention of: 

Tracey Foley (living)  
Happy Birthday from  

IHM Parish 

 Flowers for the Blessed Mother 
In memory of: 

The Guarna Family+ 
requested by: 
Anonymous 

 All Souls+ 
 

 Kindly keep our parishioner’s  family and friends, with health and other challenges,  in your prayers 

John Allen 
George Becker 
Fran Boglioli   
Erin Brennan 
Anna Cassella 
Paul Cassidy 
Matthew Cassio 
Peter Cavanagh 
Frank Chimento  
Edward Clark 

David Connell 
Colm Cosgrove 
Samantha Bridge 
James Brown 
John Burkert 
Ray Clark 
Matt Donovan 
Albert Fischer, Jr. 
Phyllis Fischer 
Emily Fleming 

Mary Foster 
Michele Gamako 
Nicole Griffin 
Ann Marie Harvey 
David Hens 
Kathleen Herron 
Juliann Junio 
Marie Keller 
Dorothy Klein 
Anna Koch 

Jillian Lapidus 
Mary Frances Leon 
Eileen Lynch  
William Maines 
Jim Malfetti 
Bill Malone 
Marlene Mosko 
Hilda Pizza 
Diane Pricken 
Carmela Resnick 

Jacob Rivera 
Jaxson Rivera 
Marisol Rodriguez 
Susan Rozborski 
Dolores Rust 
Diana Scariati 
Arty Shapiro 
Elisa Silversey 
Bernard Slaza 
Beverly Sopp 

Ryder Francis Spillane 
Daniel Ventura 
Sr. Elizabeth Vermaelen 
Stephanie Vernace 
Stephen Voorhees  
Ben Wheelock 
Evelyn Whitehorne 
 

 Please advise if any names can be removed from the sick list. Thank you. 

Hospital Privacy | Please remember that current privacy laws 
regarding patients in hospitals do not allow hospitals/pastoral 

care offices to contact parishes. If you or a loved one are in the 
hospital and want a priest to visit, please call the IHM office at 

(908) 889-2100. 

St Bartholomew Bereavement Ministry will be offering a Grief 
Support Group continuing November 8 & 15.  

Meeting times 7 pm to 8:30 pm. Meetings will be held in the 
cafeteria of St Bartholomew Academy.  

Please contact Jo-Anne 908-889-7790 or  
contact Bernadette 908-510-0995. 
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SCOOPS FOR CHARITY! 
Wake the kiddies and tell your neighbors!  

One Day Only! On Tuesday, November 7th (Election Day) 20% of all sales will benefit our 
food pantry! Just mention “IHM Food Pantry” at checkout.  

SCOOPS Ice Creamery is located at 2014 Rt. 22 East Scotch Plains, NJ. 

Highlights from Trunk or Treat 2023! Thank you to all the parents and children working together in making this a fun day! 
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♥ Join us for IHM's "Broadway Show Extravaganza Trip To 
NYC" to see the Award-Winning "SOME LIKE IT HOT" on 

Friday, November 24th, 2023. Luxury Bus Transportation 
(Leaving 9:15AM From IHM) Delicious family 

style luncheon at the famous Tony Di Napoli Restaurant in 
Times Square and the Broadway show.  Total cost is 

$185. Call Janice 908-759-6729 for tickets.  
♥ Please mark your calendars for Tuesday, November 14 at 
7PM for the "LET'S MONET" painting event. Even if you 

don't consider yourself to be an artist, you will enjoy this class 
taught by a true artist and take home a portrait of your very 
own! Kindly reserve your seat at the easel by November 9. 

The fee is $30 for materials and the instruction. Kindly make 
your check payable to "IHM ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY" 
and mail to Alice Mansfield-Smith, 3 Kennedy Drive, Clark, 

NJ 07066. Kindly call Mary Anne Sopko 908-322-0279.  
♥ May your week ahead be a Blessed one with joy-filled 
sunny fall days,  renewed old friendships and special new 
ones!  Please remember to take a moment to breathe in the 

fresh fall air, marvel at the colors of the falling leaves, and to 
thank God for all of the beautiful gifts that he showers upon us 

daily. May we continue to be grateful for our homeland and 
for the freedom and peace that we feel on a daily basis, and 
may we remember those whose lives are in danger in our 

prayers. You and your families remain in our daily thoughts 
and prayers. ♥ Janice 

Rosary Altar Society News Minister Assignments: November 11 - November 12 

Saturday 
- Sunday 

Lectors 
Extra-Ordinary  

Ministers 
Presider 

11/11 
5:00pm 

Jim Brennan 
Chris Haight 
Dan Kelly 
Janice Good Piga 

Fr. Rob 

11/12 
8:00am 

Phyllis Manno 
Lou DiBella 
Geraldine Keogh 

Fr. Mike 

11/12 
10:00am 

Heba Fortunato 
Ed Sullivan (S) 
David Diken 
Lou Zappo (C) 

Fr. Mike 

11/12 
12:00pm 

Anne Butler 
Tracey Foley 
Jean Naugle 

Fr. Rob 

 IHM PARISH INFORMATION 
 Fall Office Hours:  

Mon. - Thurs.  9:00am - 4:00pm | Fri. 9:00am - 2:00pm 
 
Mass Intention Reservations: Call or leave a message at the 
office (908)889-2100 or email office@ihmparish.net 
 
Religious Education: faithformation@ihmparish.net 
 
Baptisms: Please call the office at (908) 889-2100 
 
Marriage: Appointments should be made at least one year in 
advance. Contact the priest about a date and Pre-Cana 
information.  
 
New Parishioners: Registration forms available at 
www.ihmparish.net or in the Nazareth Center office. 
 
Ministry to the Sick & Homebound: Please notify the parish 
office of those who are sick or homebound, in hospitals or are 
unable to worship. For urgent calls, contact (908) 889-2100 
 
RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults: Religious 
education for adults who are either not Baptized or who are 
Catholic, but have not received all of their sacraments and 
would like to be Confirmed or receive Communion. We have 
flexible hours. Call (908) 889-2100. All are welcome! 
 
Reconciliation: Saturdays: 4:15 - 4:45 pm 
Arrangements can be made at any time for private confession. 
Please call the office at (908) 889-2100 
 
Parish Schools: St. Bartholomew Academy (908) 322-4265 
Union Catholic Regional High School (908) 889-1600 
 
Website: www.ihmparish.net 
Like us on Facebook: Immaculate Heart of Mary Church  
Follow us on Instagram: ihmparish_sp 

Eucharistic Adoration Chapel Hours 
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 9:00pm 

Thursday - Friday 9:00am - 5:00pm 
Closed Saturday. Sunday. Holy Days & Holidays 

For more information contact Kerby at: 
kpershay123@gmail.com  | 908-406-0493 

The Women's Prayer Group will gather on 
Thursday November 9 at 7:30pm on ZOOM. 
The theme will be “The Eucharist”. Please email 

tefoleyihm@gmail.com for more details.  
Prayer connects us all! 

The next live meeting for the IHM Men's 
Scripture & Discussion Group will be Saturday 

morning November 11 at 7:30am in the 
church basement. Donuts & Coffee served!

Contact dndiken@aol.com for more info. 

 CENTERING PRAYER- Join us for Lectio 
Divina, Reflection, Discussion & Quiet. Three 

times monthly at the Nazareth Center. Thursday 
mornings from 9:30-10:45 AM. Contact Phyllis 
at tman18912@comcast.net or call the office at 

908-889-2100 for details or to sign up. 
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Want to donate but don’t have any cash on hand? 
 

Parish Giving is fast, safe & secure. Scan the QR code with your smart 
phone or tablet. This code will link you directly to our Parish Giving 

website. No sign-up required. Just click the “Pay Now” button. Thank 
you for your continued support to our community! 

Collection Report October 29, 2023 

Weekly Target: $11,765.00  

Collection (Mass + Parish Giving) $9,754.73  

Surplus/(Deficit) (2,010.27)  

Fiscal Year to Date:  

Budget $210,060.00  

Actual: $199,588.60  

Surplus/(Deficit) (10,471.40)  

Rolling 4 Week Averages:  

Average Collection: $10,899.13  

Average Surplus/(Deficit) (865.87)  

IHM SPECIAL EVENTS FOR THIS WEEK 

Sunday 11/5 
8:00am– Families of Faith Thanksgiving Food Drive 
9:00am– Holy Name Society Meeting & Breakfast 
7:00pm– Youth Group Boxes of Joy 

Monday 11/6 
7:30pm– Alpha Episode 7 on ZOOM 

Tuesday 11/7: Election Day 
ALL DAY: Foor Pantry Fundraiser @ Scoops Ice Creamery 
7:15pm– Spirituality Seminar Annunciation Mary on ZOOM 

Wednesday 11/8 
10:00am - Food Pantry (Open until 11:30am) 
1:00pm– DVD Bible Study @ Nazareth Center 
7:00pm– Adult Choir Practice 
7:00pm– Pastoral Council/Finance Council Meeting 

Thursday 11/9 
9:30am - Centering Prayer/Lectio Divina Meeting 
10:00am– Midsummer Night’s Dream @ Union Catholic 
7:00pm– Women’s Prayer Group on ZOOM 

Friday 11/10 
5:00pm– Pee Wee Basketball 
6:30pm– (1st Reconciliation) Potter Retreat 

Saturday 11/11: Veteran’s Day 
ALL DAY: Saturday Basketball 
7:30am– Men’s Scripture Group LIVE @ Church Basement 

Sunday 11/12 
10:00am - Food Pantry Sunday (Open until 11:30am) 
7:00pm– Youth Group Painting Night for Kairos Ministry 

A Message from Faith Formation Pastoral Associate: John McGuire  
When I was Confirmed, we had to select a saint and write a paper on them. I chose John the Baptist, because I was inspired by 
his outsider status, his wildness, and the fact that he made way for our Lord. I also selected him because documentation was 
scarce, and I couldn’t be expected to know any important dates, or less spiritual information. When we were Confirmed, the 
Saints felt like just another box to check, another paper to write.  
 
At our parish, there is a brief form to complete, not a paper, but we ask the young people why this person inspires them. Then 
this selection process culminates in the Rite of Names, which we intentionally paired with the week of All Souls and All Saints. 
These people are meant to be an inspiration for us, as we seek to live a life united with Christ. As we hear a Litany of Saints at 
the 10:00 am Mass we should think about how these holy women and men went before us, and spread the Good News, and how 
they are present with us in the celebration of the Eucharist. Over the past weeks we’ve been considering the Eucharist as the 
source and summit of our Catholic faith. Have considered the training needed to make such a great climb. I’ve hinted at the fact 
that we can serve as guides to friends, family, and neighbors. This is accomplished through invitation and accompaniment.  
 
We are called to be more than spectators of the Mass, after we reach the summit, we are called to also lead others up the 
mountain. However, to do that, we first need guides and examples. These can be friends and relatives who are members of the 
Church today, the clergy, and others in our community. However, we can also look to the saints in heaven. At each Mass we 
unite with the communion of Saints as we worship Jesus in the Sacrifice of the Altar. Then as the saints we are called to lead 
others in the same direction. This week let’s pray for our Confirmation Candidates, their families, and all the members of our 
community that we might follow the example of the saints, and find fellowship with them and other members of our community.  
 
God Bless and have a great week. 

We have been reporting our weekly collection "target" to reflect 
what was submitted in our budget to the Archdiocese. However, 
this number does not give us a balanced budget. So moving 
forward, we have revised our "goal" to balance our budget.  

IHM YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS powered by BOLD  
Sun. November 5 @ 7PM: Boxes of Joy 

Sun. November 12 @ 7PM: Painting Night for Kairos Ministry 
November 17-19: Embolden Retreat at Pittstown, NJ  

Sun. November 19 @ 12PM: Community Friendsgiving 
Sun. December 3 @ 7PM: Youth Leadership Meeting 

Sun. December 10 @ 1PM: Living Nativity & Holiday Market 
Contact Rachael for more info: ihmsp@boldym.com 
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J. T. PENYAK ROOFING CO.
Commercial • Residential

908-753-4222
Joseph T. Penyak

Since 1960                        S. Plainfi eld

Fanwood Clipper
For All Your Hairstyling Needs

Haircutting for
Women, Men & Children

908-322-2282
224 South Avenue • Fanwood

Edison-MetuchenEdison-Metuchen
Orthopaedic GroupOrthopaedic Group

Todd C. Ryan, D.O.
10 Parsonage Rd., Suite 50010 Parsonage Rd., Suite 500

Edison • Edison • (732732) 494-6226 494-6226

JANICE GOOD-PIGA
Broker Salesperson - Parishioner
908 233-0065 Offi  ce
908 759-6729 Cell
908 233-6675 Direct
973 387-3919 EFax
janice.goodpiga@cbmoves.com

600 North Ave., West
Westfi eld, NJ 07090

www.janicegoodpiga.comOperated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

RMR
Plumbing, Heating, and
Air Conditioning L.L.C.

Nights & Weekends
Sewer & Drain Cleaning
    3  7  4  7
908-654-DRIP
www.rmrplumbing.com

Ronald M. Rembish
Master Plumbing 

Lic.#10762
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Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 

22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 
This describes the power of... 

, pp , , p , , pppppppp , , g

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

Wouldn’t your business 
look GREAT here?

To advertise call 
800-333-3166 ext. 161

or visit www.jppc.net

...our 
bulletin 

look good!

Thank an advertiser! 

Let them know you saw their ad 
in the weekly church bulletin!

Our 
advertisers

make... 
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DANIEL O’BRIEN, D.M.D.
G   F

D
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parishioner

(908)756-3388        1163 Inman Avenue • Suite 103 • Edison, NJ

Fanwood Dental Group
ANTHONY J. MASSENZIO, D.M.D.

FREDERICK V. LEAHY, D.D.S.
908-889-2242

69 MARTINE AVE., SOUTH • FANWOOD, NJ 07023-1636

FAMILY
INVESTORS
COMPANY

265 South Ave., Fanwood

908-322-1800
www.familyinvestors.com

   • Mutual Funds
   • Roth IRAs
   • Life Insurance
   • 529 Plans
   • Annuities
   • Long-Term Care Ins.

Serving Investors Since 1960

Darraugh Valli
Members FINRA & SIPC

Income Tax Preparation & Planning
Make the most of your deductions

Use  a tax professional
Evening & Weekend Appts. Available

Electronic Filing Available
James McNichol, CPA Parishioner •  (908) 233-8440

PLUMBING, HEATING 
& COOLING

Since 1983

732-417-4444
FREE ESTIMATES

$25 Off  Any Service
N.J. Plbg. Lic. #8411

Rossi Funeral Home
Dedicated Service to our Families since 1954.
Bernadette M. Stoecker-Rossi - Senior Director

N.J. License No. 3620
William F. Mariani - Director

N.J. License No. 4324
James T. Simmons - Director

N.J. License No. 3332
Jason A. Stoecker - Director 

N.J. License No. 5003

1937 Westfi eld Avenue
Scotch Plains NJ 07076
908-322-8038

www.therossifuneralhome.com

Owned and Managed by the Keiser Family Since 1928
Th omas M. Keiser, Jr., Owner

N.J. License No. 3844

Laura E. Mann, Executive Director
N.J. License No. 4947

Th omas C. Kenny, Director
N.J. License No. 4500

Frank P. Lettera, Director
N.J. License No. 5077

155 South Avenue • Fanwood, NJ 07023
908-322-4350

www.fanwoodmemorial.com

Brian Pinto, RPhBrian Pinto, RPh
Owner / Pharmacist in ChargeOwner / Pharmacist in Charge
1115 South Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 070901115 South Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090
908.233.2200 • info@tiffanynaturalpharmacy.com908.233.2200 • info@tiffanynaturalpharmacy.comFala-se Português

“Your Prescription to Better Health”“Your Prescription to Better Health”

New Jersey Monthly Top Dentist 2011-2022
New Jersey Family’s Favorite Kids’ Docs TM

See what color
can do 
for you!

John Patrick Publishing

800-333-3166

to advertise in color, to advertise in color, 
please call us atplease call us at

928 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908-233-0655

Fax: 908-233-4740

www.bellabronze.com

Ferraro’s South Catering & Take-Out
Order Online: www.ferrarossouth.com

908-232-1101
908-233-9777

Ferraro’s of Westfi eld Restaurant & Bar
www.ferrarosrestaurant.com
908-232-1105
• Dining
• Private Parties
• Special Events

Wouldn’t your business look 
GREAT in this spot?!

To advertise call 1.800.333.3166 ext.161
www.jppc.net

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er promotions, 

discounts and/or up-to-date 
contact information to the 

ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community 
can access realtime off ers from 

their favorite sponsors to 
save, share & support

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK
#WHAT SM YNAME
BEFORE YOU GET
IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

Watchung Dental Care PC
Cosmetic • Implant • Family Dentistry

Sang H. Moon D.D.S., F.I.C.O.I
Caroline Hanna D.M.D

1801 East 2nd St., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-322-6090 | www.watchungdentalcare.com
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